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GSP

Good Storage Practices

Smart way of storing goods.

Success through management excellence

Good Storage Practice (GSP) is a system for ensuring that products are consistently
produced and being stored ccording to national & international guideliness or standards.
It is designed to minimize the risks involved in any food and pharmaceutical production that
cannot be eliminated through testing the ﬁnal product.

GSP covers all aspects of produc�on from the star�ng materials, premises, and
equipment to the training and personal hygiene of staﬀ. Detailed, wri�en procedures
are essen�al for each process that could aﬀect the quality of the ﬁnished product.
There must be systems to provide documented proof that correct procedures are
consistently followed at each step in the manufacturing process - every �me a
product is made.
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Good Storage Prac�ces (GSPs) play an integral role in various Pharmaceu�cal and Pharmacovigilance
oriented companies, organiza�ons and ins�tu�ons. Each one of them is required to demonstrate not
only eﬃcient management but also eﬃcient storage of pharmaceu�cal products. Such eﬃcient
storage of drugs is essen�al because it will that the potency and the physical integrity of medicaments
are preserved and kept. What is more, GSPs are ac�vi�es which generally prevent deteriora�on and
ensure that the quality and safety of drugs are also maintained. All storage condi�ons for medical
materials and products are expected to be compliant with products’ labelling.
Good Pharmaceu�cal Storage Prac�ces is o�en accompanied by the concept of Good Distribu�on
Prac�ce (GDP) because both of them are included in the medical products’ management chain.
In this regard just like GDPs, GSPs is also part of the Quality Management System. Precisely,
GSPs represent this part which makes sure that the quality of drugs is well-preserved. This is done
through monitoring and controlling a number of procedures which are closely linked to storage
processes. To present this diﬀerently, GSPs could be envisioned as a compila�on of measures that
should be taken into considera�on when it comes to the safe-keeping of pharma and medical
products.
GSP is also some�mes referred to as "cGSP". The "c" stands for "current," reminding manufacturers
that they must employ technologies and systems which are up-to-date in order to comply with the
regula�on. Systems and equipment used to prevent contamina�on, mixups, and errors, which may
have been "top-of-the-line" 20 years ago, may be less than adequate by today's standards.
GSP Covers and Requires:
• Record Keeping
• Personnel Qualiﬁca�ons
• Equipment Veriﬁca�ons
• Storage Maping and Iden�ﬁed Controls
• Sanita�on
• Cleanliness
• Process Valida�on
• Complaint Handling
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BENEFITS OF GSP
Cost Factor
The cost factor is vital in terms of the operational costs, proﬁts and the overall cost of production.
Handling materials is very expensive in terms of equipment, plant, time and labour.
Therefore the more eﬃciently and quickly materials can be moved, the less the cost per unit.
Eﬃcient use of space reduces waste of space hence reducing cost of each unit.
Reduce or eliminate damages
Eﬃcient warehouses reduce the amount of movement to a minimum, and make the necessary
movements as eﬃcient as possible. The less items are handled or moved, the less likely they will be
damaged, stolen or otherwise mislaid and the less cost will be incurred when item moving internally.
Reduce movement
Materials ﬂow has to be maintained if output and distribution have to be eﬀective. Transportation
starts from the point of oﬄoading to the storage to the point of production moved through process
back to the storage and then to distribution. Good storage system plan layout and handling
simultaneously for example by planning layout to ensure that fast moving items have the least length
of travel reduces overall handling costs.
Safety of personnel
Health and safety of many members of staﬀ depend a great deal upon the type of materials handling
and storage systems employed, the equipment operated and the level of training among operators.
Produc�on Interrup�ons
Where manufacturing is involved, proper MHS reduces interruptions in the production. Delays in
delivering materials in the production system result to machines and labour idle time resulting in
ineﬃciencies. A good storage system ensures that materials are delivered as and when required in
the most eﬃcient manner.
Customer sa�sfac�on
A good storage system ensures that goods are located in the shortest time possible in the store.
It takes a long time to locate an item in a poor storage system. With changing dynamics and stiﬀ
competition in the market, most customers would not wait for long before they move to the
competitors. A good storage system ensures that goods are readily available.
Stock records
Stock records should be available for any good storage system. The storekeeper can tell how much is
held in stock at any one time. This reduces holding of too much or too little inventory. Stock forms a
large part of working capital and should be well managed to reduce tying a lot of resources in
inventory. This can only be managed when stock records are available.
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